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THE   COnFJbDJiRATJi  NAVY. 

The  disruption  of  the  United  States  by  the  war  of  1861  was  not 
unforeseen;  yet  the  loyal  South  made  no     attempt  to  prepare  for  this 
struggle.     Then  the  Southern  states  seceded  there  was  no  Southern  Wavy, 
no  Southern  ships  of  war,  yet  the  South  had  more   than  paid  her  propor- 
tional expenses  of  the  Federal  Government.     Benton  said  four  states, 
paxntxihree     Virginia,    the  two  Carolina  and  Georgia,  paid  three  fourths 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Government.     **ad  a  sense  of  justice  prevailed, 
a   portion  or   the  ships   of  the   Wavy  would  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
South.     The  Worth  not  only  had  all  the   ships   of  war  but  had  built  up 
a   cor j    rcial  marine   second  only  to  England.     This   carrying  trade  would 
give  the  North  sudh  advantage   thst  the  confederate  States  must  strike 
at  this   c  mmerce. 

c5-*c  iiallory  and  a  board  of  Naval  officers  were  making  every  effort 
to  find  fast  light  steamers  for  this  purpose.  At  last  one  of  500 
tons  burden  and  sea  worthy  was  found  and  Commander  Semmes,  that- gallant 
officer  who  had  resigned  his  commission  in  the  Federal  Navy  to  cas*  his 
fortunes  with  his  beloved  South,  was  put  in  command.  She  was  remodeled 
and  in  this  way  the  Summer  wss  the  first  ship  to  throw  the  Confederate 
flag  to  the  breese. 

June  third  this   little  ship  and  her  intrepid  commander  were 
ready  to  take   to  the   sea  alone  against  a  powerful  enemy.     After  long 
watchful  waiting  the  Sumter  ran  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  in 
open  daylight,  pursued  by  the  Brooklyn,   a  faster  ship,  but  she  made 
her  escape.     The  confederate  flog  was  then  on  the  high  seas  ready  tfcgf 
fulfill!^  her  missioi    to  destroy  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  enemy's 
commerce • 
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WbXL  did  she  fill  her  mission  for  the  captured  seven  ships  in 
two  days,  and  other  prizes  fell  to  her  in  rapid  succession,  in  six 
months  she  captured  seventeen  ships.  The  enemy  kept  five  or  six  of 
his  best  ships  in  pursuit  of  her.  She  had  run  the  blockade  twice, 
plrsled  by  faster  ships,  but  eluded  them.  She  was  then  blockaded  at 
Gibraltar  by  three  ships.  She  was  not  allowed  to  repair  her  disabled 
boilers,  nor  to  buy  coal,  ^11  Com.  Semmes  could  do  was  to  lay  her 
up  at  Gibr&lter.  A  month  after  she  was  sold,  and  the  name  changed 
to  Gibraltar,  and  was  lost  in  the  North  Sea. 

When  next  we  heard  of^^emmes  he  was  in  command  of  the  Alabama, 
an  Engllh  built  ship;  to  avoid  violating  the  neutrality  of  England 
she  was  taken  out  of  port  and  in  the  high  seas  commanded  a  ship  of  war. 
Her  mission,  as  the  Sumter  s,  8%w  to  harass  and  cripple  t  e  enemy's 
commerce,  that  important  sinew  of  war.  Therefore  she  cruised  in 
ocean  highways  of  out  going  and  in  coming  ships,  where  capture  followed 
capture  until  she  had  2000  prisoners  and  more  than  fifty  prizes  to  her 
credit.  Most  of  these  prizes  had  to  be  burned  at  sea;  on©  of  these, 
the  Conrad,  the  day  of  her  capture,  was  commissioned  a  cruiser,  was 
ar  ed  with  guns  from  a  captured  ship,  and  manned  fror  thecrew  of  the 
the  Alabama,  being  namea  the  Tuscaloosa  amid  the  cheers  of  both  ships 
as  the  Confederate  colors  were  run  up.  ahe  was  ordered  to  cruise  din 
the  Coast  of  Brazil  and  then  to  proceed  to  Cap*  Town,  where  she  was 
seized  by  the  British  Admiral  under  orders  from  the  home  Government, 
to  he  turned  over  to  the  orginal  owners.  After  a  lengthy  corres- 
pondence she  was  ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  Confederate  Government, 
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but  her   crew  had  dispersed,    the   war  grew  so   steadily  to  a   close,    she 
with  other  Confederate   property,   fell  into    the  hands    of   the  federals. 

Goiig   into   the   ^ull1  of   Mexico,   the  Alamaba  was   chased  by  the 
^■atteras,   one  of  the  five   ships   of  war  that  was  bombarding  Galveston. 
Alter  leading  her  enemy  off   twenty  miles    the  Alabama  gave  battle,   same 
the  Hatteras.     After  taking  off  the  crew  she   sailed  on  her  mission  of 
capturing  merchant  ships,   as   she   crossed  the  Atlantic.     Being  sadly 
in  need  of    repairs   arter  being  at  sea   two  years,   bufreted  by  winds  and 
w%Tires,   she  put   into   Cnerburg  where   she  was   blocicacted  by  the  federal 
ship,    the   ^earsarge.      Capt.    Semmes  offered  battle,    not  Knowing   that 
the  enemy's   ship  was    iron   clad,    as  the  outside  was   of  plank  to   give 
the   appearance   of  a  wooden  ship,  with  defective  ammunition  which  had 
been  on  board   two  years.      She  was    powerless   against  an  iron  clad, 
and   after  an  hour  s  battle   she   was   sunk  in  the  English  Channel,   ^apt. 
Semmes   ana   others   of  his  brave  ofiicers  were   saved  from  capture   or 
drowning  by  swimming  to  the   Englihh  yacht,    the  ^eer  Hound. 

So  great  was    Capt.    Semmes   popularity   in  England   that  a   sword 
was  given  him  to  replace   the   one  he   threw  in  the   sea  when  he   round  his 
ship  sinking.      Capt.   Semmes,    after  a    long  and   tedious   journey,   made  his 
way  to   Richmond,    and  was  appointed  rear  Admiral  and  placed  in   command 
of  the   James   River  squadron,  which  had   to  be  burned  when  Richmond  was 
evacuated,      "e  was   paroled  at  Greensboro,   May  1st,   1865, 

When  the   Federals   evacuated   the   ^orfolk  Navy  yard  they  scuttled 
and  sank  the  fine   steam  frigate  ^errimac.      The    confederates   succeeded 
in  raiiing  and  remodeling  her  plan.     The   top  and  sides  were   covered 
*ith   thick   iron,   a   strong   iron  beak  was   rastened  at   the   prow.      Armed 
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wUkten  guns  and  renamed  the   Virginia  under  the  Command  of  Admiral 
Buchanan,  with  two  small  gunboats  engaged  the  enemy  a  fleet  in  Hampton 

Koads,  rammed  and  sank  the  Cumberland.     The  Congree  eluded  her  by 

6 
going  in  shallow  w«;ter,  but  was  captured  and  $urned,  which  caused 

terror  at  the  Korth.     The  second  day  she  was  met  by  the  «onitor,  with 

a  revolving  iron  turret  in  flat  iron  top.      xt  was  a  drawn  battle  for 

both  were  invulnerable.     This  decided  the  fate  of  wooden  ships  of  war. 

The  gallant  exploit  of  Commodore  ^llins  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Hissisippl     was   the  first  practical  application  of  iron  cl&d  ram  for 
the  purpose  of  war.     A  ateam  tug,   converted  into  an  iron  clad,   the ty ana - 
sss  by  bars  of  railroad  iron  over  the  hull  and  en  iron  ram  below   the 
water*  line* 

The  following  gives  the  history  of  the  building  and  the  career 
of  another  ram,   "The  ^Hfoemarle". 

The  plan  and  specilcr  tion3  were  prepared  by  John  •**•.  Porter,   chief 
constructor  of  the  Confederate  Navy.      It  was  intended  to  be  a  gun  boat, 
nut  was  converted  into  a  ram.     wxxlwr:KxftafriBtt?>  flfxftttml^thxglxyx     The 
■hip  yard  was  in  a  corn  field  on  the  farm  of  William  K.   tfmith,  at 
Edwards  Ferry,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Charles  Albertoon,)  near 
Scotland  **eck. 

No  vessel  was  ever  constructed  under  more  adverse  circumstances. 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  machinery  suitable  for  the  work,  a  black- 
smith's shop  could  supply  all  the   tools   they  had.     To  make  matter  worse 
iron  itself  was  scarce.   The  xbxx  "lbemarle  was  152  feet  long,  45  feet 
extreme  widst,  draught  6  feet.     The  double  frame  work  was  of  pine, 
caulked  with  cotton,  as  oakum  was  scarce.     The  prow  was  of  oak,   running 
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back  IB  feet,   covered  with  two  inch  Iron  that  tapered  to  four  Inches 

that  mace  the  ram*     As  there  wa     no  railroad  at  Scotland  Neck  at 

- — ==^===- —     •    bhat  M  mt   :'o  boa    vjjts.  I  ma  sp  the  rifw    ft  **Ufsi 

for  the  work  of  putting  on  the  armor,  which  was  disheartening  for  It 
required  twenty  minutes  to  drill  hole  through  the  plates*     ** Necessity 
if  the  mother  of  invention",  so  was  In  this  case*     Br*  Smith*s  Inventive 
turn  stood  him  in  good  stead,   for  he  invented  and  made  the  twist  drill, 
which  cut  holes  in  plate  in  four  minutes,   cutting  the  iron  in  shavings, 
instead  of  powder*     After  the  armor  and  heavy  guns  were  put  on,  aha  was 
brought  back  to  Edwards  rerry  to  be  finished  up*     rorgee  were  erected 
on  deck,  blacksmiths  and  carpenters  were  kept  hard  at  work  while  she 
floated  down  to  her  destination*     The  armament  co  sisted  of  two  rifles, 
"Brooke"  guns  mounted  on  pivot  carriages,  each  gun  working  thro  gh 
three  port  holes,  which  were  protected  by  iron  covers,  raised  and 
lowered  by  a  contrivance  on  the  gun  deck*     The  confederate  *avy  had 
sent  Capt.   James  I*   ^ook  to  watch  the  construction  of  the  vessel,  and 
to   take  conrmnd  when  ohe  went  into  action*     "e  was  a  brave  and  galls nt 
office,  fane  the  battles  in  which  he  afterwards  engaged  proved  him  a 
hero*     Ebs     Ibemarle  was  begun  in  the  prlng  of  1863,  and  finished  one 
year  letter,  Aprl  118th,   1864* 

At  ml<;ht  be  remarked  that  the  keel  of  another  veasl*  was  laid  In 
the  sa:  e  spot,  but  it  was  ordered  to  be  burned  to  provent  its  falling 
intq   the  hand  of  the  Federals* 

^n  April  18th  the  "lbemarle  proceeded  or.  her  way;  owing  to  high 
water  in  the  river,  she  was  able  to  pass  over  the  torpedoes  and 
obstruction,  and  the  firing  from  two  fewts,  and  reached  Plymouth,   then 
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held  "by  the  %lon  forces,     *>he  ran  her  Iron  prow  Into  the  uouthfield, 
•Inking  her,  and  almost  sinking  the  Miami,  which  was  lashed  to  her. 
The  Biami  fired  a  shell  into  the  Albemarle,  which  bounded  back  from 
the  invincible  piste,  of  the  fe&ttRi,  and  BeacBraixefxhlaxBiBKXwajaaxktiiaAat 
killed  Capt.  Flusser  and  several  of  his  crew,     ^'he  Miami  was  a  fast 
side    feeler  and  eluded  the  Albemarle  retiring  below  Plymouth  into 
Albemarle  sound.     The  next  day,  April  2©th,  when  Gen.  *k>ke  s  forces 
attacked  the  fortifiactions   the  Albemarle  held  the  river  front.     »»he 
had  sunk  the   Southfield  and  driven  off  the  other  union  vessels. 

°n  *ay  5th,  Capt.  cooke  left  the  Roanoke  River  with  the 
Albemarle  with  tv/o  tenders,  the   captered  steamer  Bombshell  and 
the  Cotton  Plant,  and  entered  the   bound,  engaging  seven  well  armored 
gunboats.     They   surrounded  the   confederate  ram,  hruled  their  heaviest 
shots.     The  effect  Is  best  described  by  the  report  of   the  Commanded 
of  the  sassaeus;  "The  Sassaeus,  which  at  close  quarters  gave  her  a 
broadside  of  solid  nine  Inch  shot.     The  guns  might  as  well  hove  fired 
blank  cartridges,   for  the  shot  skimmed  off  into  the  air,   even  the  ICO 
pound, solid  shot  from  the  pivot  rifle  glanced  off  from  the  sloping 
roof  into  space  with  no  apparent  effect.     The  feeling  of  helplessness 
that  comes  from  the  failure  of  heavy  guns  to  make  any  mark  on  an  ad- 
vancing foe   c»n  never  he  described".     T'leAlbemarle  sent  shot  through 
the   Sassaeus   that  pierced  h  :r  boiler,    and  the  escaping  steam  killed 
and  wounded  many.     The  Bombshell  surrendered.     The  Albermarle  fekd  her 
boats  shot  away,  her  smoke  stack  riddled,  her  after  gun  shot  off 
eighteen  Inches  from  the  muzzle.     The  riddle  smoke  stack  would  not 
draw,   therefore  useless,   so  the  crew  used  bacon  to  general  steam  to 
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6. 
get  back  to  Plymouth, 

Finding  it  impossible   to  sink  or  cripple  her,   the  "ederal  forces 
made  many  attempts  to  torpedo  her,  which  was  finally  accomplished  by 
^t.  cushing,  commander  of  the  Kontieelle,  one  of   the  bravest  and  most 
daring  deed  of  the  war.  All  of  l<t.  Guanine's  mer    were  lost,   he  only 
escaped  by  hiding  in  a  swamp.     Capt.   Maffit  succeeded  Capt.    uooke  in 
command  of   the  Albemarle,  Capt.  warley  being  in  command  when  it  waa 
torpedoed. 

It  only  remains   to  be   told  what  became  of   the  vessel.     T  e    boat 
was  raised  and  towed  to  Norfolk  Wavy  yard,  and  after  being  stripped  of 
her  armament  and  machlney,   she  was  sold  Oct.   15th,  1867.     The  flag  and 
smoke   stack  met  with  a  more  kindly  fate.     The  smoke  stack,   riddle  with 
holes,  had  been  preserved  as  a  memto  of  "times  that  tried  men  3  souls". 
xt  was  placed  on  exhibition  at  the   St.  Louie  Exposition,   and  it  is  now 
in  the  Hall  of  History  in  Raleigh.     The  flag  has  her  honored  place  in 
the  North  Carolina  rco     in  the  Confederate  lAuseum  i;    Richmond,  Va. 

Undue  Importance  has  been  given   the  Albemarle  because  it  was  a 
florth  Carolina  boat,  built  by   North  Carol .1na  men,   on  North  Carolina 
soil,  of  North  Carolina  lumber,  was  commanded  by  a  North   Carolinian, 
Bought  two  battles  and  covered  herself  with  glory  in  North  Carolina 
waters. 

'ihe  Scotland  Neck  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  3the  Confederacy 
have  a  bronze  tablet  to   commemorate   the  building  the  -lbenierle  to  be 
placed  on  the  bridge,  part  of  the  State  Highway,   that  crosses   the 
aoanoke  where  her  keel  was  laid. 
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